
 

D-5  Hazardous Materials 

 

NQS  

QA. 2.1 Each child’s health is promoted. 

QA. 2.1.1 Each child’s health needs are supported. 

QA. 2.1.4 Steps are taken to control the spread of infectious diseases and to manage injuries 
and illness, in accordance with recognised guidelines.  

QA. 2.3 Each child is protected. 

QA. 2.3.1 Children are adequately supervised at all times. 

QA. 2.3.2 Every reasonable precaution is taken to protect children from harm and any 
hazard likely to cause injury.  

QA. 2.3.3 Plans to effectively manage incidents and emergencies are developed in 
consultation with relevant authorities, practised and implemented.  

QA. 3.1.2 Premises, furniture and equipment are safe, clean and well maintained.  

QA. 3.3 The service takes an active role in caring for its environment and contributes to a 
sustainable future.  

QA. 7.1.2  The induction of educators, co-ordinators and staff members, including relief 
educators, is comprehensive.  

 

National Regulations 

Reg. 77 Health, hygiene and safe food practices 

Reg. 106 Laundry and hygiene facilities 

Reg. 168 Education and care service must have policies and procedures 

 

My Time, Our Place 

LO. 1 Children feel safe, secure and supported 

 

Policy Statement 

We will provide a safe environment and protect the health and wellbeing of the children, staff and 

parents of the Centre. We will ensure that all activities undertaken while the service is in operation 

will not pose potential risk and that all hazardous materials will be stored appropriately. 

 

Related Policies 

 Concord OSHC Policy A-3: Philosophy 

 Concord OSHC Policy C-3: Staff Orientation and Induction 

 Concord OSHC Policy C-9: Relief Staff 

 Concord OSHC Policy C-10: Volunteers/Students/Visitors  



 

 Concord OSHC Policy D-2: Hygiene 

 Concord OSHC Policy D-10: First Aid 

 Concord OSHC Policy D-28: Workplace, Health and Safety 

 

Procedure 

The Management and/or staff WHS Representatives (see D-28 Workplace Health, Safety and 

Environment Policy) will ensure that all hazardous machinery, chemicals and activities which have 

the potential to cause danger to children, educators or others in the Centre will be managed, stored 

and handled appropriately according to Centre policy. 

Daily WHS risk assessments will be undertaken to identify any potential hazards, assess the risk and 

control the risk to an acceptable level. Hazardous machinery, chemicals and activities which are 

likely to cause potential danger to children, educators or others in the Centre will not be used or 

undertaken while the service is in operation. 

Should any pests or vermin be identified, action should be taken to rid the Centre of the problem by 

initially using non-chemical methods such as physical removal, maintaining a clean environment, and 

use of any non-chemical products. 

Low irritant, environmentally friendly sprays will be used minimally and only with adequate 

ventilation, and preferably not in the presence of the children. 

Aerosols such as spray paints etc. which are used for specific activities will only be used outside in a 

well-ventilated area. 

Educators will be made aware on initial orientation (see C-3 Staff Orientation and Induction Policy), 

of any potentially dangerous products, which may pose a danger to the children and where these 

are stored. All relief staff will also be made aware of these products and where they are stored. 

All potentially dangerous products such as cleaning materials, disinfectants, sharp objects, 

flammable, poisonous and other dangerous substances, tools, toiletries, first aid equipment, and 

medications will be stored in the appropriate containers, clearly labeled and stored in the 

designated secured area which is inaccessible to the children. Educators will be responsible for 

ensuring that these areas remain secure and will not inadvertently provide children with access to 

these items.  

Cleaning and hazardous products will not be stored in close proximity to food products to avoid 

contamination. 

Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) will be available for all cleaning and potentially hazardous items 

used in the operation of the Centre.  New products will not be brought into the centre without an 

appropriate SDS being organised prior. Educators will be made aware of where these are located to 

ensure they are available in the case of an emergency. 

Educators must always read the label before use of any cleaning material, sprays or chemicals and 

be aware of appropriate first aid measures.  



 

The NSW Poisons Information Centre can be contacted for 24 hour advice and assistance regarding 

poisons on 13 11 26. 

Education about dangerous products and their storage can be used to enhance both children’s and 

parents’ awareness of the topic. Activities, posters or newsletters will be displayed to highlight the 

issue. 

 

Sources 

 Educational and Care Services National Regulations 2011 

 National Quality Standard 

 My Time, Our Place Framework for School Age Care in Australia 

 Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010 

 Kidsafe NSW 

 Putting Children First (NCAC): ‘Safety in Children’s Services’  

 Workplace,  Health and Safety Act 2000 

 Network of Community Activities Factsheet: ‘OH&S Hotspots in OOSH’ 

 Network of Community Activities Factsheet: ‘Risk Assessment and Management’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Endorsed: 12/04/2016 

Review Date: 12/04/2018 

 


